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Dearest Wolf: 


George Sterling s Presentation 
Inscriptions to Jack London 


Edited, with an Introduction by 
DAVID MIKE HAMILTON 





Jack London was an avid reader from age five until his 
death 23 November 1916. During his forty-year lifetime, he 
amassed a considerable knowledge of the world through his 
personal experiences and also from the recorded experiences 
of others—in books. London’s library was of crucial impor- 
tance in his vocation, for in it he found much of the source 
material for his fiction. Having decided (or discovered) at the 
onset of his writing career that his imagination could not sus- 
tain him in the creation of plots, London turned to books, 
magazines, newspapers, and his own life adventures to fill the 
void. He called his books “my very tools of trade,’””* and lik- 
ened them to the chart-room of a ship: “Just as the captain 
must have a well-equipped chart-room, so the student and 
thinker must have a well-equipped library, and must know his 
way about that library. I, for one, never can have too many 
books; nor can my books cover too many subjects. I may never 
read them all, but they are always there, and I never know 
what strange coast I am going to pick up at any time mm sailing 
the world of knowledge.’” 


1. Charmian Kittredge London, The Book of Jack London (New York: 


The Century Company, 1921) v. 2:3. 
2. Jack London to The North American, 30 March 1913. Jack London 
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While London acquired his books largely through visits to 
Smith Brothers’ bookstore in Oakland or directly from New 
York publishers, he relied also on his friends to keep him 
abreast of the latest or best books in a given field. George 
Sterling was not only an accomplished poet, he was also Lon- 
don’s closest friend; thus it was only natural that London 
would depend upon Sterling to keep him informed of the latest 
or best books of poetry. 

From the inscriptions Sterling penned in his presentation 
copies to London, we can glimpse not only the evolution of the 
literary friendship between the two men, but also perceive 
some indication of the value London placed on Sterling’s judg- 
ment. Sterling’s first gift to London for instance, a copy of 
Arthur Symons’ Poems, marks not only an early Christmas 
exchange between the two writers, but also one of the first 
times Sterling used the nickname “Greek’’ (he was so-called 
because his profile was said to resemble aGreek coin). Strange- 
ly, Sterling dropped the nickname from later inscriptions, 
until the summer of 1904 when London adopted the nickname 
“Wolf”’ for himself. 

One hint of the nature of the relationship between Sterling 
and London can be found in Sterling’s gifts of books by Am- 
brose Bierce. London hated the older writer, whom he referred 
to as “bitter Bierce,” and probably did not quite see why 
Sterling looked up to him so. Nevertheless, when Sterling pre- 
sented London with a copy of Bierce’s The Cynic’s Word Book 
in 1906, London not only read the book, but later used por- 
tions of it in his own novel The [ron Heel. 

The relationship between Sterling and London goes far 
beyond the simple exchange of a handful of books, given at 
Christmastime and birthdays. Sterling (along with London’s 
second wife Clara Charmian Kittredge) was responsible for 
many editorial changes to London’s works. It was Sterling 
who corrected London’s The Sea-Wolf, and Sterling who pro- 


Collection, Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California (here- 
after HL) 
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vided London with the plot for the futuristic story ‘““The Red 
One.” Nevertheless, the handful of presentation copies from 
“Greek’’ to “Wolf” would seem to indicate that it was Sterling 
who also prescribed at least some (perhaps most) of London’s 
poetical reading. 

Fortunately, much of London’s library remains intact to- 
day at the Huntington Library in San Marino. While the 
following bibliography by no means lists all the books Sterling 
gave to London, it does represent those Sterling presentation 
copies in London’s possession at the latter’s death in 1916. The 
number following HZ is the Huntington Library accession 
number. 


George Sterling s Presentation 


Inscriptions to Jack London 


1902 

Symons, Arthur. Poems. New York: John Lane, 1902. 2 vol- 
umes, Ulus. HL 334830 

Contents: A book of poems. 

Bookseller: Paul Elder and Morgan Shepard, San Francisco, 
California. 

Inscription: “Dear Jack[,|Some hot coals to warm your Christ- 
mas evenings. ‘Greek.’ Christmas, 1902.” 


Thomas Benediktsson (“The Life of George Sterling,” a doctoral 
dissertation prepared for the Unwersity of Washington, Seattle, 
Washington) notes that although London and Sterling probably 
met during the spring of 1901, it was not until London’ s move to 
the Piedmont hills (where Sterling was already living) that the 
two writers became close friends. This book, presumably, was the 
first Christmas gift Sterling gave to London. 
London quotes extensively from Symons poem “The Daugh- 
ters of Herodias’ in his 1914 novel The Mutiny of the Elsinore. 
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1903 

Tabb, John Bannister. Poems. Boston: Small, Maynard & 
Company, 1900. x1, 172 pp. HL 338673 

Contents: A book of poems. 

Bookseller: Paul Elder and Morgan Shepard, San Francisco, 
California. 

Inscription: “Jack from George. Jan. 12th, 1903.” 


Sterling gave London this book in commemoration of London's 
twenty-seventh birthday. 


Miller, Cincinnatus Hiner [‘‘Joaquin’’]. 4s Zt Was in the Be- 
ginning: A Poem. San Francisco: The Whitaker & Ray Com- 
pany, [1903]. 99 pp. HL 338609 

Contents: Dramatic poem. 

Inscription: “Dear Jack. I know you'll like this—George 
Sterling[.]’’ 

Margtnalia: London marked a number of the Cantos in this 
book for later copying. 


Although he belonged to an earlier generation, Joaquin Miller 
was a revered and honorary member of the “Crowd —that group 
of poets and artists and writers in the San Francisco bay area that 
included Jack London and George Sterling among tts members. 
Sterling often paid homage to the aging Miller at his cabin, lo- 
cated on the “‘Hights’ of the Piedmont hills. 

London thanked Sterling for As It Was in the Beginning in 
an &§ July 1905 letter, written at Glen Ellen, California: “As It 
Was in the Beginning came last night. K began at once reading 
aloud from it. All were delighted, and I am delighted that you, and 
no one else, should have sent it to me.’’* 


Sterling, George. The Testimony of the Suns and Other Poems. 
San Francisco: W. E. Wood, 1903. 142 pp. HL 339655 
Contents: A book of poems. 


3. Jack London to George Sterling, 8 July 1903. HZ 
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Inscription: “To our genius, Jack London: Here’s my book, 
my heart you have already. George Sterling. Piedmont, Cal., 
Dec. 24th, 1903.” 


The Testimony of the Suns was Sterling’ s first book. 


1904 

Bromley, George Tisdale. The Long dgo and the Later On, Or 
Recollections of Eighty Years. San Francisco: A. M. Robertson, 
1904. xii, 289 pp., illus. HL 336820 

Contents: Autobiography. 

Inscription: “Dearest Wolf: You and I will not, I imagine, get 
to be old in years. Should we do so, it is my hope that we have 
somewhat of Uncle George’s success in the undertaking, for 
‘undertaking’ it is likely to be. Greek.” 


“Uncle George’ Bromley was one of the more distinguished mem- 
bers of the Bohemian Club—a club composed mostly of wealthy 
businessmen, but also claiming among tts members some of the 
better-known literary figures of the day such as Jack London and 
George Sterling. 


1906 

Bierce, Ambrose Gwinnett. The Cynic’s Word Book. New York: 
Doubleday, Page & Company, 1906. v, 233 pp. HL 337238 
Contents: A satirical dictionary of selected words. 
Inscription: “Dearest Wolf: I believe you can stand for even 
the definition of “Grapeshot’! Personally, I prefer that of 
‘Husband.’ As ever, Greek. Oakland, Oct. 22nd, 1906[.]’’ 
Marginalia: London marked the definitions of “Faith,” 
“Heaven,” and “‘Husband.” 


The definition of “Grapeshot’ that Sterling thought London 
could stand appeared in London's novel The Iron Heel: “To 
show the tenor of thought, the following definition ts quoted from 
the Cynic’s Word Book (1906 4.p.), written by one Ambrose 
Bierce, an avowed and confirmed misanthrope of the period: 
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‘Grapeshot, n. An argument which the future is preparing in 
I II4 


answer to the demands of American Socialism’. 


1911 

Sterling, George. The House of Orchids and Other Poems. San 
Francisco: A. M. Robertson, 1911. 140 pp. HL 339667 PF 
Contents: A book of poems. 

Inscription: “Dearest Wolf: Another of my butterflies, des- 
tined to share for a while the same air as your own wide- 
winged eagles. My best love goes with the book, Wolf. Greek. 
San Francisco|,] April 11th, 1911[.]’’ 


On the half-title page Sterling wrote: “For Jack London from 
George Sterling|.|’’ 


1914 

Sterling, George. Beyond the Breakers and Other Poems. San 
Francisco: A. M. Robertson, 1914. 141 pp., illus. HL 20333 
Contents: A book of poems. 

Inscription: “Dearest Wolf. Another book of verses, to you 
who has given me so many glorious books. My love to you, 


Wolf-Man! Greek|.] Sag Harbor, N.Y., October Ist, 1914].]’’ 


1915 

Sterling, George. Ode on the Opening of the Panama-Pacific In- 
ternational Exposition. San Francisco: A. M. Robertson, 1915. 
16 pp. HL 253838 

Contents: A book of poems. 

Inscription: “Man of Men! This eupeptic ode of mine. Ever 


and always, Greek|.| San Francisco, Nov. 6th, 1915].]’’ 
On the verso of the title page Sterling wrote: “For Jack London, 
Jrom George Sterling.” 


4, Jack London, The Iron Heel (New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1908), 97. . 
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1916 

Sterling, George. The Caged Hagle and Other Poems. San Fran- 
cisco: A. M. Robertson, 1916. 167 pp. HL 339654 

Contents: A book of poems. 

Inscription: “Dearest Wolf! Only a few more of my vain 
rhymes. But let us hope they’Il pain the hyphenated! With my 
best love, Greek[.] San Francisco, June 17, 1916J.]’’ 
Marginalia: London made check marks by two poems: ““To 
Twilight” and “In Autumn.” 


Member Davin M1IKE HamitTon has been writing about Jack London 
since 1972. Formerly a curator at The Huntington Library, he is now 
involved in a publishing career and is President of The Live Oak Press. 


Copyright ©1983 by David Mike Hamilton. All rights reserved. George 
Sterling’s inscriptions are reproduced with the permission of The Ban- 
croft Library, University of California, Berkeley, California. This article 
is excerpted from the forthcoming bibliography The Tools of My Trade: 
A Bibliography of the Annotated Books tn Jack London's Library, by 
David Mike Hamilton (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1984). 
Jack London’s letters are reproduced with the permission of the Trust 
of Irving Shepard. 
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Four Mlore Frank Norris Letters 
ROBERT C. LEITZ, III 






Four signed autograph letters written by iShenl Norris during 
the first two months of 1901 are printed here to supplement 
the Norris correspondence which has appeared in other Book 
Club of California publications over the years." Even with the 
publication of these rare items, there are still fewer than one 
hundred Norris letters that have been found during the past 
eight decades. 

The first two letters, to Paul Revere Reynolds, are in the 
collection of the Reynolds Papers at the Columbia University 
Library in New York. Reynolds (1864-1944), a prominent 
New York literary agent, had been approached by Norris in 
1898 in an effort to market some of Norris’s Spanish-American 
War articles.’ Norris again sought his help, this time to sell the 
serialization of The Octopus. In a letter to Reynolds of Decem- 
ber 17, 1900, Norris noted that Jlunsey's Magazine, Collter’s 
Weekly, and The Saturday Evening Post had refused to publish 


1. TheLetters of Frank Norris, ed. FranklinWalker (San Francisco, 1956) ; 
articles in the Quarterly News-Letter issues of Fall 1960, Summer 1962, 
Winter 1967, Summer 1969, Summer 1971, Spring 1973, Winter 1974, 
and Fall 1981. 

2. See “Ten Letters by Frank Norris,” ed. Donald Pizer, Quarterly 
News-Letter (Summer 1962), pp. 53-54, for Norris’s letters to Reynolds 
of October 22, 1898, and to Mark Howe of March 9, 1899. 
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his lengthy novel.’ One other American periodical that might 
accept it, Norris felt, was McClure’s Magazine, published by 
his former employer, S. S. McClure. However, because he 
went to work for McClure’s former partner, Frank Double- 
day, after the firm of Doubleday & McClure was disbanded in 
1899, Norris thought that McClure would not be receptive to 
his overtures to publish Zhe Octopus.* Norris evidently con- 
sidered that with Reynolds acting as his agent his chances for 
the periodical publication of his novel were enhanced. But, as 
his letter of January 2, 1901, to Reynolds indicates, Reynolds’ 
efforts were fruitless, and Norris abandoned for good “‘the 
idea of serialization’’ of The Octopus. Instead he had Reynolds 
turn his attention to the sale of the English publication rights 
to The Octopus. At this time Norris’s relations with his usual 
English publisher, Grant Richards, were strained, so he had 
Reynolds negotiate with the London firm of William Heine- 
mann. In the end, despite Norris’s complicated business ma- 
neuverings, it was Grant Richards who brought out Zhe Oc- 
topus in England. 

The second two letters, to the Corresponding Editor of The 
Youth's Companion, are the most recent acquisitions of Norris 
correspondence in the extensive Frank Norris Collection at 
The Bancroft Library at the University of California, Ber- 
keley.’ These letters indicate that the editors at The Youth's 
Companion solicited a serial from Norris which would be ap- 


3. See Franklin Walker, “Four Additional Frank Norris Letters,” Quar- 
terly News-Letter (Winter 1974), p. 10. 

4, According to Walker, Norris “may have felt hesitant about going 
direct to McClure or [his partner, John S.] Phillips, for he was aware that 
they had been so enthusiastic about his idea of writing his Trilogy of the 
Wheat that they had continued his salary in 1899 while he spent four 
months in California collecting material for Zhe Octopus and had also 
provided rail passes for his return to New York” (“Four Additional 
Frank Norris Letters,” p. 9). 

5. These two Norris letters were gifts to The Bancroft Library from the 
Southern Historical Collection of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 
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propriate for the magazine’s young audience. They probably 
wanted a story filled with the action and adventure that char- 
acterized the fiction published in the Companion at this time. 
Norris had no serial to offer except The Octopus, and that 
would not do, so he submitted a short story. Since this story 
was not accepted for publication in the Companion, it is 1m- 
possible to know which one he sent. He may have offered his 
football story “Kirkland at Quarter,” later published in the 
October 12, 1901, issue of The Saturday Evening Post. Norris 
was, at any rate, obviously eager for his work to be bought by 
The Youth’ s Companion, in part because he needed funds for 
the trip he and his wife Jeanette were to make from New York 
to Chicago in February 1901 so that Norris could gather in- 
formation about the Board of Trade to use in writing The Put.® 

The letters are published here as Norris wrote them, with- 
out editorial emendation. 


My Dear Reynolds: 

Yrs. to hand. Let’s give up the idea of serialization, The 
Octopus would be a very difficult story to place that way I 
am sure. 

What terms could you get me from Heineman.’ I should 
like to have an advance on royalties—say the first 1O00O—How 


6. The Norrises spent the latter part of February and virtually all of 
Marchin Chicago. From there they went to California and then returned 
to New York around May 1. 

7. William Heinemann (1863-1920) was an English publisher who was 
familiar with Norris's work. In 1899, after J/cTeague was published, 
John Sanborn Phillips of the Doubleday & McClure Company sent 
Heinemann the manuscript of Vandover and the Brute for possible pub- 
lication after it had been rejected by Doubleday. Heinemann also refused 
to publish Vandover. (See Franklin Walker, Frank Norris: 4 Biography 
[New York: Russell & Russell, 1963], p. 100.) Grant Richards published 
the English edition of Zhe Octopus in September 1901. 
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about selling the book rights outright for a lump sum? Is not 
that often done in England? 

Also I should insist upon a contract, from Heineman. (I’ve 
yet to see any contract from Grant Richards for any of my 
books that he published.)* Do you want the type written M.S 
or a copy of the book when published—It should be out before 
Mar. Ist.? 

Very Sincerely Yrs 
Frank Norris 
Who ever you offer it to in England dont offer it to Grant 
Richards. 
Roselle” 
Jan2 
1901 


Roselle N. J 
Friday. A. M” 
My Dear Mr. Reynolds, 
I saw Mr. Doubleday” yesterday after leaving you and 


8. Franklin Thomas Grant Richards (1872-1948), Norris’s English 
publisher, had published Moran of the Lady Letty (under the title Shang- 
hated, 1899) and McTeague (1899) ; he would later bring out Blix (1901), 
The Octopus (1901), 4 Man’s Woman (1901), and The Pit (1903). Norris 
was annoyed with Richards’ casual business methods, in particular his 
dilatory manner in paying royalties (see Norris to Richards, December 4, 
1900; also letters of October 4, 1899, and August 28, 1900; all are pub- 
lished in The Letters of Frank Norris, pp. 72-73; 41-42; 65 respectively). 
In May 1901, Richards traveled to New York to make amends to Norris. 
9. The Octopus was published by Doubleday, Page & Company in April 
1901. 

10. In September 1900, Norris and his wife, Jeanette, moved from their 
Washington Square apartment in New York to a house in suburban 
Roselle, New Jersey. They relinquished this rented house in February 
1901. 

11. This letter was probably written on Friday, January 11, 1901. 

12. Frank Nelson Doubleday (1862-1934) had hired Norris in 1900 as a 
manuscript reader for his publishing company, Doubleday, Page. 
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found out that he has already been acting for me and that just 
now the matter of Eng. publications is out of my hands. As I 
suggested to Kyllman*® my relations with Grant Richards 
have complicated the situation somewhat. I have written to 
Kyllman explaining the business. 

I am very sorry that the affair must hang fire for the pres- 
ent and am afraid I have put you toa great deal of trouble. 

I should have said yesterday how much I enjoyed your 
excellent luncheon Remember me to K. in case you see him 
again 

Very Sincerely Yrs 
Frank Norris 


Corresponding Editor: Youth’s Companion™ 
Dear Sir: 

Your very kind letter reached me this morning and while I 
have no serial on hand that would be suitable for the Com- 
panion I should like to have you consider a short story. I shall 
write it between now and the middle of next week and forward 
it as soon as it is ready. 

Can you let me know what terms you can offer me?” 


Very Sincerely Yrs 
Frank Norris 
Roselle, N. J. 
Feb 1 
1901 


13. Otto Kyllmann was a member of the staff of Constable & Company, 
Limited, an English publishing house. 

14. The Corresponding Editor of The Youth's Companion has not been 
identified. Edward Stanwood (1841-1923) was editor of the Companion 
at this time. 

15. At the bottom of Norris’s letter someone in the editorial office of 
The Youth’ s Companion pencilled in: “Usual answer—no fixed term. He 
might submit price with Ms.” 
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DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
34 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK 


Friday 15,” 
Corresponding Editor Youth’s Companion 
Dear Sir: 
I had my story sent to you a few days ago, and trust that 
it came to hand O. K. 
May J ask you to urge a prompt consideration of the M. S. 
as strenuously as may be. 
My address in the future will be as per this letter head.” 
In the matter of price I think $150 would be fair, as that 
is the usual price I receive for stories of the length of the one 
sent you. 
Very Sincel. Yr. 


Frank Norris™® 


16. Evidently this letter was written on Friday, February 15, 1901. 

17. Norris was having his business correspondence sent to his Double- 
day address while he was in Chicago and California. 

18. In the upper left corner of Norris’s letter was pencilled: “K.[@] MS. 
Ret’d 2/21 [signed] P.” ““K.”’ was probably Ira Rich Kent (1876-1945) ; 
“P.”’ was probably Arthur Stanwood Pier (1874-1966). Both were mem- 
bers of The Youth’ s Companion editorial staff at this time. 


Mr. Rosert C. Lerrz III is a Professor of English at Louisiana State 
University at Shreveport. He is a member of the Book Club and is cur- 
rently co-editing a three-volume edition of Zhe Jack London Letters for 
Stanford University Press. 
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Elected to Membership 


The two classifications above Regular Membership at $40 per year are 
Patron Membership at $125 per year and Sustaining Membership at 
$60 per year. 


New Patron Member Address Sponsor 
William Albon Davis Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma Franklin Gilliam 
New Sustaining Members 
George McWilliams San Francisco Jack M. Weiss 
Thomas Edw. Woodhouse Berkeley Ethel Crockett 
New Regular Members 
Mr. A. T. Bolton Deakin, Australia Lewis Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Bloom Stockton David F. Myrick 
Lynne M. Burwell San Francisco David F. Myrick 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cates Chatsworth — Muir Dawson & 


: John W. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Clark Brookston, Ind. Gary Steigerwald 


Karen M. Johnson, M.D. Palo Alto Andrew T. Nadell, M.D. 
Timothy E. Mahoney San Lorenzo Membership Committee 
Patrick A. Munroe San Luis Obispo W.S. Mott 
Van W. Robinson Dallas, Texas Andrew Hoyem 
Gary W. Schlichter Ojai David F. Myrick 
Lois C. Stone Berkeley Flora E. Reynolds 
Stephen Thomas San Francisco Richard Hilkert 
Mr. & Mrs. Leif 

Thorne-Thomsen Santa Barbara David F. Myrick 
Stephen Townsend, Jr. San Francisco George Fox 


PREMIUM DuEs NOTICES 


The following Member has transferred from Sustaining to Patron Mem- 
bership ($125): 
F. Brooke Whiting, II Los Angeles 
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Gifts and Acquisitions 


Robert W. Mattila, president of The Book Club of Washington, has 
presented us with a copy of their 1983 keepsake—a passage from Ivan 
Doig’s Winter Brothers, one of two hundred copies printed at The Spring 
Valley Press, Langley, Washington and signed by the author. Our thanks 
and greetings to Mr. Mattila and the members of The Book Club of 
Washington. 


The Club was pleased to receive, from member Ralph Sipper, a copy of 
his wistfully beautiful Kenneth Millar memorial keepsake—a particu- 
larly sensitive and arresting piece, printed by Graham Mackintosh. 


Our thanks to member Msgr. Francis J. Weber for his gift to the Club of 
the thirteenth volume in his series on the California missions, The Pen- 
ultimate Mission, which documents the history of San Rafael Arcangel, 
the “hospital mission.” 


The House Committee wishes to extend to member Ray Brian warmest 
thanks for providing the Club with two cases of Chantesaire, a dry white 
table wine from France. 


Member Jane Wilson has given the Club a copy of the program distrib- 
uted at Westminster Abbey, 20 September 1976, on the occasion of a 
special service in “Commemoration of the Introduction of Printing into 
England by William Caxton in 1476.” The item’s colophon makes its 
own quiet statement on the changes five hundred years had wrought: 
“Typeset at 1000 characters per second.” 


Our thanks to member Harold Berliner for his gift to the Club of Susan 
Myra Gregory's Vhen We Belonged to Spain, Old California Tales, edited 
with a foreword and notes by John D. Short, Jr., with a variety of charm- 
ing illustrations by Wolfgang Lederer. The Club’s copy is number 127 
of 375 printed by Berliner with the assistance of Kit Kuntze and Frank 
Cabral. 


We would like to thank Mr. Emerson G. Wulling of La Crosse, Wisconsin 
for giving the Club’s library a copy of his pamphlet, ““A Comp’s-Eye 
View of Wilder Bentley and the Archetype Press.”’ He also very kindly 
provided copies for the Board of Directors for which the Directors are 
most grateful. 
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Our thanks to Mr. Sal Noto for providing the Club with an inscribed 
copy of Dearest Greek, which he printed. We are delighted to have it and 
very much appreciate his thoughtfulness. 


From Blackwell’s North America, Inc. (New Jersey) we have received 
a copy of their Blackwell’ s 1879-1979 by Sir Arthur Norrington, who has 
written a wonderful history of a wonderful bookselling and publishing 
firm. Sir Arthur was also the founder of the famous Shakespeare Head 
Press in 1920, when he hired the noted printer, Bernard Newdigate, to 
operate the press in the grand manner as a private press. Today’s Black- 
well’s Oxford is no longer the charming book warren that your reviewer 
fondly remembers from his days as a G.I. in Oxford during World War 
Two. The new “shop windows in Oxford” are part of a huge modern 
plate glass building which must be the envy of bookseller-publishers 
everywhere. 

This book can be enjoyed equally by all those interested in books, 
whether reader, collector, or dealer. It will be happily housed with our 
collection of historic booksellers. 

ALBERT SPERISEN 


Our thanks to resigning member John Russell Holmes for his contribu- 
tion to the Club and his support over the past two years. 


Through the generosity of Club member and _ bookseller-publisher 
W. Thomas Taylor, the Club has received a copy of his latest publica- 
tion: Printers’ Choice, Catalogue of an Exhibition Held at The Grolter 
Club, New York, December 19, 1978—February 3, 1979. Don’t be put off 
by the word “catalogue’’—it is much, much more. This exciting and 
extraordinarily well produced book is a “‘must’”’ for any collector or insti- 
tutional library. The Grolier Club exhibition featured a selection of 
lesser-known and younger printers, whose work in the field of fine print- 
ing is noteworthy, as well as the established fine printers in America. 

David Holman, at his Wind River Press in Texas, has produced for 
Taylor a book to equal the work of the established printers in this tall 
folio, bound in full linen and decorated with air-brushing in color on the 
cloth. The edition is limited to 325 numbered copies. 

Included is a bibliography of each press with notes on their printing 
concepts and the center section of this important book contains photo- 
graphs of seventeen printers. A very exciting plus is a selection of original 
leaves, illustrating the work of eight different presses. Printers’ Choice 
is thus not only a significant work and an excellent example of fine 
printing, but a leaf book as well. 
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The Club’s library has purchased an unusual addition to its growing 
collection on stereotyping. The book is titled dnlettung zur Stereotypen- 
Giesseret in Gips- und Papiermatrizen (Leipzig, 1894). This is probably 
the first book printed on the manufacture and use of paper flongs (paper 
matrices), and it contains seven folding plates illustrating the equip- 
ment for casting stereotypes, including curved plates for newspapers. 
Curiously, the equipment shown is virtually the same as that used by 
electrotype foundries up to the 1950’s when the demand for such proc- 
esses began to fall off sharply and which are today almost a lost art. 


The California Historical Society has given the Club a copy of their 
latest publication, a facsimile of the only known copy of Hxplanation of 
the Point System of Printing Type, originally issued as a booklet at the 
Office of the Island City Press, Alameda, California, 1918. This unusual 
and important explanation was written by Nelson C. Hawkes, who 
developed this point system which is universally used today. Hawkes 
was unaware that Fournier had first developed a point system in France 
in 1734, but Fournier’s initial attempt at standardizing type sizes was 
not widely known and not used in nineteenth-century America or Eng- 
land for that matter. Hawkes first developed his own point system in 
1877 and refused to patent it, explaining that it was a “free gift for the 
benefit of the trade.’”’ By 1902, most foundries in America and England 
had adopted his system. In 1918, on Hawkes’ seventy-eighth birthday, 
he printed this now extremely rare explanation of his point system in an 
edition of 500 copies and issued in three different papers—red, white, 
and blue. 

The California Historical Society has had this facsimile produced 
from their unique copy in the Edward C. Kemble Collection of Western 
Printing and Publishing. It was printed for them by the Black Stone 
Press in an edition of 300 copies, 200 of which are reserved for the Friends 


of the Kemble Collection. 


We are grateful to Paulette Greene for her gift to the Club of Madeleine 
B. Stern’s The Game’s 4 Head: A Phrenological Study of Sherlock Holmes 
and Arthur Conan Doyle, published by Ms. Greene in an edition of 500 
copies as companion volume to Ms. Stern’s Sherlock Holmes Rare Book 
Collector. 
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Book Review 


Paul Landacre: A Life and a Legacy, by Anthony L. Lehman. Los An- 
geles: Dawson’s Book Shop, 1983. 198pp., paper over boards, gilt 
stamped cloth spine. Printed by Richard J. Hoffman in an edition of 500 
copies. $45.00. 


Paul Landacre has long deserved a comprehensive biography. He was 
one of the most talented wood engravers of the prolific early twentieth 
century, which included such masters as Robert Gibbings, Eric Gill, 
Blair Hughes-Stanton, Gertrude Hermes, and Rockwell Kent. Land- 
acre, however, was uniquely Californian, although he was born in Ohio, 
where his early achievements were most notably in the field of track 
with Olympic potential until a streptococcic infection left him physically 
crippled. As therapy, he turned to drawing, a natural talent from child- 
hood. He came to California and studied at Otis Art Institute, but his 
technical mastery of the art of engraving on wood was almost self- 
taught, as there were no local technicians to help him. His early engrav- 
ings depict the grandeur of the California landscape from Big Sur and the 
Monterey Hills to the Indio mountains and the bays of Malibu and 
Laguna Beach. 

Although he had never known Landacre, Anthony Lehman became 
interested in this slightly built, talented engraver a few years ago. 
Allowed access to the remaining Landacre papers, he has written a warm, 
careful, and well-documented biography, which appears at the time of a 
retrospective show of Landacre’s works at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art. Of great value in the book is the detailed record of Land- 
acre’s prints, bookplates, Christmas cards, books illustrated by him, and 
articles about him. It is printed by Richard Hoffman and beautifully 
illustrated with some hundred reproductions of engravings and many 
photographs. Warp RITCHIE 


Publication Note 


For Winter 1983, the Club is issuing its sixteenth leaf book, Thomas 
Bewick & the Fables of Aesop, with a biographical sketch by member 
John W. Borden and a history of the fables and Bewick’s illustrations by 
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southern California scholar Janet S. Krueger. Each volume contains not 
only an original leaf from the first edition, 1818, of Bewick’s The Fables 
of Aesop, and Others, but also a new impression taken from one of 
Bewick’s original wood engravings for the same book, a frontispiece por- 
trait, and nine in-text illustrations. Special copies (containing extra 
leaves: the title-page, Introduction, Preface Dedicatory or Table of 
Contents) will be offered first to Patron, and then to Sustaining members 
through a drawing. All copies, regular and special, include the new 
impression from an original Bewick block and an original fable leaf— 
containing the complete text of the fable, along with an illustration, and 
on the verso, a tail-piece engraving. This appealing publication was de- 
signed by Jack Werner Stauffacher of The Greenwood Press, who also 
took the new impression from the original block. 


Serendipity 


Notice has already been taken of The Ship Press Chappel of San Fran- 
cisco by the 4PHA Letter published by the American Printing History 
Association in New York and by Richard Buffum in the Los Angeles 
Times so we thought our own readers might be interested in learning 
about this group as well. The Ship Press Chappel is a group of printers 
who meet quarterly on the National Maritime Museum’s square-rigged 
ship Balclutha to print a keepsake related to maritime history. The ship 
press is a Washington handpress, exhibited in a cabin off the shelter deck. 
David Hull, principal librarian of the National Maritime Museum at 
Fort Mason, believes that this is the only display of a working ship press 
in the world. 

The Chappel’s first keepsake was printed aboard the ship by former 
President Gerald R. Ford on January 19, 1980. The broadside keepsake 
described the history of the Balclutha. Subsequent keepsakes have 
treated subjects ranging from Joseph Conrad to ““The Bucko Mate.” 
The twelfth broadside keepsake was printed to honor the visit of Queen 
Elizabeth and is an account of the British medium iron clipper //erioneth, 
whose 96-day passage in 1888 is an all-time record from Great Britain 
to San Francisco. 

The Ship Press Chappel is now offering an Associate membership, at 
fifty dollars a year, which entitles the holder to a copy of each of the four 
keepsakes printed annually. For further information about this and 
other membership categories, write The Ship Press Chappel, National 
Maritime Museum, Foot of Polk Street, San Francisco, California 


94109. 
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For those who could not afford, or who were too late in purchasing, 
the incredible three-volume 7'he Plan of St. Gall, the first edition of which 
quickly sold out at $350, the University of California Press at Berkeley 
has just produced a summary, one-volume book entitled The Plan of 
St. Gall, In Brief, compiled by the original editor, Lorna Price. This new 
work is an amazing example of compression, containing one hundred 
pages of the original one thousand, with reproductions of a large number 
of the original illustrations, many in full color, and including for the first 
time color reproductions of the superb wooden model made from the 
original plans and the projections of Ernest Born. This edition is in- 
tended primarily to complement the traveling show, here and abroad, 
of this model of St. Gall. The summary volume is an extremely hand- 
some follow-up book and was produced using the same exacting stand- 
ards of typography and materials as the original three-volume work. 
This beautiful book is a must for those who missed out on the first 
edition. It is available in two issues, in paper-covered boards at $27.50 
or in linen-covered boards with a gold-stamped red leather label at $55 


a copy. 


Some years ago in the Quarterly News-Letter for Winter, 1970, we com- 
mented on a curious aspect of lithography in discussing an important 
book we had just acquired in England, an early example of photo- 
lithography in the first edition of Don Quixote published in Barcelona, 
Spain, 1871-1873, in which we mentioned an earlier, nefarious attempt 
by one Joseph Dixon of Massachusetts who, in 1840, successfully trans- 
ferred a photo-line copy to a lithographic stone and printed a fairly large 
edition of dollar notes! The secret of his invention was not discovered 
until after he was released from prison and the results were published 
in the April 1854 issue of The Scientific American. 

Well, so what’s new? Perhaps some of our readers missed a recent 
news article from Washington, D.C., concerning Treasurer Angela M. 
Buchanan’s testimony at a Congressional Banking Committee hearing 
in favor of a proposal to print the back only of the one-dollar bill by 
photo-lithography. She testified that if allowed, this change of operation 
could save the government 5.4 million dollars a year! The face of the bill 
would still be reproduced as it always has been, by the intaglio printing 
process. It is small wonder that letterpress printing—or gravure, as used 
for our currency—has nearly gone down the drain. Photo-lithography 
is currently the process used for most major newspapers, all of our maga- 
zines, and most of our book publishers—and now, our paper money. 


Member and former president of the Club Albert Shumate has produced 
for the California Historical Society a charming and very readable book, 
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Boyhood Days, Ygnacio Villegas’ Reminiscences of California in the 1850s. 
This is a small publication, intended for easy sale and consequently not 
designed or printed by a fine press. It would be churlish of me to com- 
ment further—except to say that since one Jo Mora illustration was used 
(from his last book), it is a pity that they did not choose more of Mora’s 
fine pen drawings, such as those done for The Dawn of the Dons which 
would have illustrated the period and the story beautifully. The price 
is $12.95 and copies are available from the California Historical Society, 


2090 Jackson Street, San Francisco, CA 94109. 


The Brick Row Book Shop, 278 Post Street, #303, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia 94108, has been purchased by John Crichton and Matt Lowman 
from Franklin Gilliam. The shop, founded in 1915 by E. Byrne Hackett 
at New Haven, was later moved to New York City, where Mr. Gilliam, 
after two years of association with Mr. Hackett, purchased the business 
in 1954. In that year he removed to Austin, Texas, and in 1971 a further 
move was made to San Francisco. 

Mr. Lowman, formerly of The Newberry Library, Chicago, began 
working in the shop in 1972. Mr. Crichton, formerly of Serendipity 
Books, Berkeley, has been with Brick Row since the first of this year. 
They plan to continue the long and distinguished tradition of the shop, 
specializing in English and American literature, books about books and 
bibliography, fine printing, and interesting and unusual antiquarian 
books in all fields. Catalogue 101, a miscellaneous list of eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century books by American writers, will be issued within a 
few weeks. The shop will continue to make appraisals. We are glad to see 
the Brick Row Book Shop carry on and we wish them the best of luck. 

Mr. Gilliam will set up a new shop, Franklin Gilliam :: Rare Books, 
at 112 Fourth Street, N.£., Charlottesville, Virginia 22901, from which 
he will issue catalogues and perform appraisal services. His many friends 
here will miss him sorely but we wish him godspeed and every success 
in his new location. 
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CALIFORNIA WRITERS OF THE LAND 
A series: four classic works with modern commentaries 
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and illustrations by California writers and artists. 
Available in November, 1983: 
CAWDOR by Robinson Jeffers 
a narrative poem, 
with an afterword by novelist James D. Houston 
and woodblock illustrations by Mark Livingston. 
Works by Steinbeck, Saroyan and Joaquin Miller to follow. 

Reservations are being accepted now. For a prospectus, 
write to the publishers, Carolyn and James Robertson 


The Yolla Bolly Press 


POST OFFICE BOX 156, COVELO, CALIFORNIA 95428 
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Become the proud owner of an authentic 


Albion Hand Wress 


which is again being produced by us. 


This World Famous Albion Hand Press delights the eye 
and is a joy to use. Finished in gloss or matt black 
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and gold. We also have stock of a few Antique 
Albion, Columbian, and Imperial Presses. 
Write for further details to: 


FREDK. ULLMER LTD. 
City-Gate Unit, Nobel Road, Edmonton, London, 
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“The introduction of the American Point System 
dates back to 1878, originating in the Pacific Type 
Foundry, San Francisco, of which the writer was man- 
ager, and planner of the System.” So wrote Nelson 
Crocker Hawks in 1918, when he recalled the revolution 
in type making that he initiated. 
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE ISLAND CITY 
PRESS 
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The only known copy of; Hawks’s seminal Explanation 
of the Point System of Printing Type, now in the Kemble 
Collections on Western Printing & Publishing, has been 
reprinted in facsimile, with an introduction by Glenn E. 
Humphreys, by the Black Stone Press. Unnumbered 
copies are available for general distribution for $20, plus 
$2 postage & handling. California residents, please add 
$1.30 sales tax. Order from: The Kemble Collections, 
California Historical Society Library, 2099 Pacific 
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94109-2896. 
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Catalogue of an Exhibition held at 
the Grolier Club, New York 
December 19, 1978—February 3, 1979 
Selection of Books and Press Histories by 


RUTH E. FINE and 
WILLIAM MATHESON 


We are proud to announce the publication 
of this long awaited catalogue. One hun- 
dred books from forty-one presses are dis- 
cussed in this handsome folio. In addition, 
each copy contains tipped-in specimen 


sheets from eight notable presses: Allen, 
Arion, Bird & Bull, Cummington, Ward 
Ritchie, Plantin, Perishable, and Warwick. 
325 copies have been printed by David Hol- 
man in Spectrum and Weiss types on Rives 
paper, and are bound in cloth specially 
printed for the book by Claire Van Vliet at 
the Janus Press. 

Fewer than fifty copies remain to be sold. 

Prospectus available on request. 
$395.00 


W. THOMAS TAYLOR—BOOKSELLER 


708 Colorado, Austin, Texas 78701 
512-478-7628 





Pe] ei i ae he] te] eee fe oe ef 


ae) 
| 


| can help you with your cataloging needs. 


| offer the following services: 
CATALOGING OF 
BOOKS, RECORDS, & MANUSCRIPTS 
for insurance, personal, or 
bookselling purposes. Contact: 


Barbara Jane Land 


770 EI Camino Del Mar 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
Phone (415) 221-7707 References available. 
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Charles G. Finney’s 


THE CIRCUS OF DOCTOR LAO 


with relief etchings by Claire Van Vliet 
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This Janus Press edition is a brilliant achievement in the art of 
the illustrated book. Finney’s witty and imaginative under- 
ground classic is illustrated with thirty-eight relief etchings, of 
which twelve are double-page spreads and four are multi- 
colored landscapes. The desert landscape motif is continued on 
the beautiful cloth binding and box. The edition, limited to 150 
(of which 80 remain for sale}, is being printed by the artist on 
handmade Barcham Green deWint and is signed by both artist . 
and author. 128 pages 10 x 13 inches $750 Specimen sheets ‘* 
available from W. Thomas Taylor, sole distributor, 708 Colo- 
rado, Austin, Texas 78701 512-478-7628 
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24” x 37”, serial No. 1550 (almost 150 years old! ) 
complete with Tympan & Frisket, Washington and 
Franklin Medallions on head casting, etc. Very rare, 
ornamental and fully operable, $5995. Shniedewend — 
Reliance Washington-type Heavy Duty Hand Press 
21” x 25”, fine, $3995. 


ALAN DIETCH 
Foster City, Ca 94404 415-349-1681 
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